
Within the scriptures there are two descriptions of the annunciation of the birth of Jesus.  In 

Luke’s Gospel the angel Gabriel appears to Mary telling her that she will become the mother of 

the Son of God.  And in today’s Gospel, from Matthew, the angel speaks to Joseph in a dream 

telling him what has really happened to Mary and not to be afraid to take her as his wife.  In 

both Gospels the reaction of Mary and Joseph is the same- the say yes.  They will follow the 

plan that the angel of God has outlined for them.   

But what about the struggle of faith that must have occurred in Mary and Joseph’s lives?  If you 

could imagine their predicament.  The young woman is pregnant and it is not her fiancé’s child.  

You could almost hear the tongue wagging, the gossip spreading, the reaction of the family.  

The calls for Mary to be punished for her transgression.  The courage that Joseph would have 

needed in order to act contrary to the expectations of his culture and family.   To acknowledge 

that the mess that has been created, was somehow part of God’s plan, would have taken a lot 

of faith.   

Our tendency is to over sweeten Christmas.  In a secular sense it is that special magical time of 

warmth, giving and love.  Even religiously, our Christmas art, cards, nativity scenes make things 

look so saccharine.  The Son of God was born into a cold, harsh, cruel world.  And Mary and 

Joseph would have had to overcome their fears and their difficulties in order to accept this plan 

of God’s.   

Our Gospel today links the birth of Jesus to the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy in today’s first 

reading.  One day a child will be born who is Emmanuel, Emmanuel, “God is with us.”  How 

often in our life of faith, in our prayer do we place God into one of two camps?  If all is well, all 

is going great (if we bother to pray when all is well) do we say God is for me.  God has got my 

back.  Or more commonly when disaster strikes, when all is not well, do we say God is against 

me.  What did I do to deserve this?  God is for me; God is against me.  But Jesus is Emmanuel, 

God is with us, God is with me. 

So maybe what lay behind Mary and Joseph’s act of faith was a profound trust that God was 

with them.  Sure, they would have been confused, uncertain, afraid, for the path laid out for 

them was not easy.  But in faith they knew God was with them.   

Maybe it is the same for us.  We cannot quite grasp what God has planned for us.  Our vision of 

faith is as clear as mud.  We are confused, lost, unsure, caught up in sin.  Maybe pain and loss 

are overwhelming us.  We are afraid.   

So we ask Mary and Joseph to help us, to inspire us, to pray for us that we too may learn to 

trust, to trust God, to trust Jesus.  So that we may know that the one who is about to be born, 

the one whose birthday we will soon celebrate is Emmanuel, Emmanuel, God is with us. 


